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A Query 


H QUESTION put frequently to 
me and to those who have been 
Champion Typists of die World is: 


Wliy have all World's Typeivriter 
Championships for the past nine years 
been ivon only on the Underwood ? 


It is possible to answer this question 
in a positive manner. The reason that 
all Championships are won only on the 
Underwood Typewriter is because the 
Underwood is the best machine for the 
operator. 

To cover the question in a few 
words: The speed and accuracy of the 
Underwood over other machines is 
due, not to the operator, as has been 
claimed by competitors, but to two 
things—its simplicity of construction, 
which enables the mechanism to 
perform lightning-like operations far 
quicker than any other typewriter, and 
to its wonderfully resilient touch. 

Two features of the Underwood 
machine, exclusively Underwood in 
construction, are mainly responsible 
for this: 

First, the type-bar, which has only 
three parts, as against as many as 
twelve parts in some other machines. 

Second, the escapement, which is 
generally acknowledged to be the 
speediest and most positive ever built 
in a typewriter. 


The Touch of the 
Underwood 

The combined operation of these 
two pieces of mechanism leads to the 
well known Underwood Touch. It is 
because of this feature that all Cham¬ 
pions choose the Underwood and have 
for ten years established their records 
on it. Expert operators the world 
over know that it is possible to write 
more correct words on the Underwood 
Typewriter in a given length of time 
than on any other writing machine 
built. 

As proof of the above statement, 
the World’s Typewriter Championship 
Trophy has for the past nine years 
been in possession of the Underwood 
Typewriter Company as custodian, 
because it was on the Underwood 
machine that all speed and accuracy 
records have been made since the 
initial International Contest. 


Never Penalized 

In the Contests held each year, 
where the World’s Champion must win 
his laurels, five words are deducted 
for every error, whether such error 
is the fault of the operator or of the 
machine. It is a remarkable fact that 
an operator has never been penalized 
for an error caused by an Underwood 
Typewriter. 


The correct mechanical principles 
embodied in its construction bring 
about a perfect result. 

Therefore, with the knowledge that 
under his hand lies a perfect mech¬ 
anism, the operator, inspired with 
confidence, is able to force himself to 
the limit of his speed. The copy turned 
out by the Champion Typists written 
in an hour at the rate of one hundred 
and twenty-five to one hundred and 
thirty-five net words a minute is proof 
of this statement. 


Striking the Keys 

A large percentage of the work of 
all typists consists in striking keys. 
Every time a key is struck two things 
are accomplished—the printing of a 
character and the moving forward of 
the carriage one space. When a key 
is struck on the Underwood, these 
results are accomplished with more 
directness, greater simplicity, and with 
fewer moving parts than on any other 
standard typewriter. The power for 
both is carried "direct” to the type-bar 
through the key lever and one con¬ 
necting link. One end of the type-bar 
(the type end) does the printing; the 
other end (the heel of the type-bar) 
starts the mechanism which moves the 
carriage forward the required space. 
The operator gets the type to the print¬ 
ing point—the machine does the rest. 


Time Saving Auxiliaries 

While the type-bar and the escape¬ 
ment have made the Underwood the 
foremost machine and best friend of 
the operator, these devices are sup¬ 
ported by other parts which make for 
time saving. Among these are: 

Devices for setting, in an instant, 
the marginal stops. 

Mechanism for the correct inser¬ 
tion, in a flash, of the paper. 

Note: Expert operators on the 
Underwood machine take only one 
second in changing sheets—that is, 
in taking a sheet from the machine 
and putting another in its place. 

Means for instantly establishing 
paragraphs. 

Note: The tabulating key is prac¬ 
tically a part of the keyboard, which 
makes it possible to strike it while 
the hands remain in their natural 
position over the keys. 

Carriage Return 
Mechanism 

Method of returning the carriage 
at the end of a line. 

Note: The last named point is a 
distinct Underwood feature, differing 
from that of any other typewriter. 
The return mechanism is placed on 
the left hand side of the machine in 
a mechanically correct position, thus 
permitting the operator to throw the 


carriage and space the platen for a new 
line in one operation—a quick blow 
of the left hand, without interfering 
with the operator’s view of his copy 
on the right. That the mechanism 
will, with exactness, do the work for 
which it was built is the knowledge 
of the operator each time the blow is 
given to a key. In addition, after the 
carriage is returned, the left hand 
finds itself in a correct position over 
the keyboard, ready for the finger to 
strike the first character of a new line. 

It is estimated that this one feature 
alone saves Underwood operators 
many seconds during International 
Contests where they write for one hour 
continuously, and as all Champion 
Typists strike the keys more than ten 
times a second, it can readily be seen 
that every second counts in strokes. 
Thus many hundred strokes are saved 
on the Underwood during an hour’s 
writing, not because of any skill on 
the part of the operator, but by the 
positive action of this great time saving 
feature of the Underwood machine. 

Used by Best Typists 

The fastest typists in the world use 
the Underwood in contests for the 
same reason that the best stenogra¬ 
phers in big business houses use it. 
They know that with the Underwood 
they can do more and better work. 


Therefore, speed operators may 
come and go, win or lose, but the 
Underwood will continue to make rec¬ 
ords and to sustain its position close 
to the hearts of ambitious typists. 
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